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The Captain
Tim Elko leads Ole Miss Baseball to
success in his fifth and final year.
RUBY DRAAYER

thedmsports@gmail.com

Bestselling author John Maxwell once
said, “The pessimist complains about the
wind. The optimist expects it to change.
The leader adjusts the sails.”
Ole Miss baseball captain Tim Elko
adjusted his sails last season after what
seemed to be a season ending ACL knee
injury, and with full mobility back this
year, he’s continuing to break records
and show what true leadership looks
like.
After only being able to play 16 games
in the 2020 baseball season due to the
cancellation from the beginning surge
of COVID-19, players felt cheated and
were given an extra year of eligibility. All
eyes were on the Ole Miss Rebels as the
2021 season opened up to try and find the
success that they left off in 2020.
Ole Miss started off the year hot, leaving
no doubt that they were the best team in the
country. Players were hitting well, the pitching
was phenomenal and Ole Miss was sweeping SEC
teams at home and away. Everyone seemed to be on the top
of their game, but no one was hitting or playing better than
Elko. In March of 2021, the senior was named the National
Collegiate Baseball Writers Association’s national hitter of
the month after batting a .424 with eight home runs and 33
RBI’s in only 17 games. It’s safe to say that he was on top of
the world.
Then, on April 5, 2021, against South Alabama, Elko
grounded out before suffering a tear in his knee after a first
base collision. The Rebels won the game 20-6 in only seven
innings, but it looked as though that would be the last time
fans would see Elko in a Rebel uniform.
Elko had different plans. He opted to not have the surgery
on his knee and put all his focus on rehabbing to get back out
onto the field as quickly as possible.
“We got the x-rays back and my doctor told me that we
could either have the surgery now, or we could start to get
me back onto the field and we could do the surgery later,”

ANTI-CRT LAW
The principal anticritical race theory bill
that has spent the year
making its way through
the Mississippi State
Legislature, “Critical
Race Theory; prohibit,”
is now law. Gov. Tate
Reeves signed the
bill on March 14.
SEE PAGE 2

GAS PRICES
High gas prices in
Oxford have created
financial hardships for
some residents and
sparked complaints
toward gas station
owners and employees.
SEE PAGE 2

SEE ELKO PAGE 9
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Students and professors gather for a conversation
on Russia’s invasion of Ukraine

VIOLET JIRA
BRITTANY KOHNE

thedmnews@gmail.com

Professors from the Croft
Institute for International
Studies and the department
of political science explained
Russian President Vladimir
Putin’s motivation behind
the invasion of Ukraine
during a panel discussion on
Wednesday evening at the
Croft Institute.
“I guess the question
is, what drove Putin to do

this? Well, I think it’s not
entirely clear yet. But in a
sense, Putin prefaced the
invasion with a historical
narrative, with his vision of
history,” said Joshua First,
Croft associate professor of
history and international
studies. “And one thing we
should always understand
about Putin is that he’s a bit
of a history buff. History was
one of his favorite subjects in
school.”
The
event,
“Making
Sense of Events in Ukraine,”

was open to the public and
attended by a crowd of
roughly 70 people both in
person and virtually.
Sponsored
by
the
University of Mississippi
College of Liberal Arts, the
history and political science
departments and the Croft
Institute, the panel was
moderated by Laura Huber,
an assistant professor of
political science.
Volleying
through
a
number of topics central to
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SEE UKRAINE PAGE 3 (Left to right) Laura Huber, Ben Jones, Joshua First and Susan Allen.
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Anti-CRT bill signed into law
VIOLET JIRA

thedmnews@gmail.com

The principal anti-critical
race theory bill that has
spent the year making its way
through the Mississippi State
Legislature,
“Critical
Race
Theory; prohibit,” is now law.
Gov. Tate Reeves signed the bill
on March 14.
To accompany the bill’s
passage into law Reeves shared
a video message to his social
media platforms.
“Students are being fed an
unhealthy dose of progressive
fundamentalism
that
runs
counter to the principles of
America’s founding,” he said.
“Children are being dragged
to the front of the classroom
and are coerced to declare
themselves
as
oppressors.
Taught that they should feel
guilty because of the color
of their skin or that they are
inherently a victim because of
their race.”
This law is one of many
being enacted across the
country to combat the presence

of what Republicans believe to
be critical race theory in schools
— even in states like Mississippi
where education officials have
confirmed critical race theory is
not being taught to children.
“I know you’ll agree with me
when I say that there is no room
for this type of indoctrination in
our state,” Reeves said. “That’s
why today, Mississippi is taking
another step toward ensuring
our kids receive the unbiased
and impartial education they
need to reach their full potential
as individuals, not as liberal
operatives.”
The bill, authored by 21
Republican senators, does not
mention nor define the term
“critical race theory.” The law
threatens to withhold state
funds for public institutions of
learning that affirm, adopt or
adhere to the following tenets:
(a)
That any sex, race,
ethnicity, religion or national
origin is inherently superior or
inferior; or
(b) That individuals should
be adversely treated on the basis
of their sex, race, ethnicity,
religion or national origin.

In both the Mississippi
House and Senate, not a single
Black lawmaker voted for
the bill to move forward. In
January, every Black senator
walked out in protest as their
white colleagues passed the bill.
The definition of critical
race theory agreed upon by
academics is that it is a way of
examining and understanding
the intersections of race and law
in America. There is only one
critical race theory class taught
in the entire state of Mississippi,
UM Law School course Law
743: Critical Race Theory.
The course is taught by
Yvette Butler, an assistant
professor of law at the University
of Mississippi. Butler spoke
with The Daily Mississippian in
February after the bill passed
the senate.
“Critical race theory rejects
any sort of inherent differences
between races because it was
often founded in pseudoscience
that was just like, Black people
are inferior,” she said, “so why
would critical race theorists
buy into any sort of inherent
differences? That wouldn’t
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make sense.”
Currently, it is unclear what
the fate of the course will be
now that the bill has become
law. When presenting the bill
to the House, Rep. Joey Hood
said whether or not the class
would have to be canceled if the
bill became law was “up to Ole
Miss,” according to reporting
from Mississippi Today.
“The Board of Trustees will

work with the Institutional
Executive Officers to determine
what, if any, course changes
will be needed to comply
with the law,” said Caron
Blanton, spokesperson for the
Institutions of Higher Learning
Board of Trustees.
The board offered no
comment on the content and
impact of the new law.

Gas prices cause headaches

ALYSSA MONCRIEF

thedmnews@gmail.com

High gas prices in Oxford
have created financial hardships
for some residents and sparked
frequent complaints toward gas
station owners and employees.
“I have started riding the
bus,” University of Mississippi
sophomore
communications
science and disorders major Logan
Hatten said. Logan explained that
the higher price of gas combined
with the inconvenient commuter
parking has made taking the
Oxford University Transportation
buses a better option for her
recently.
As gas prices continue to
increase globally, the average
price of gas in Oxford has jumped
from $3.20 per gallon to $3.90
per gallon in just one month,
according to the American
Automobile Association. While
the price varies based on location
and day, this has not been a
welcome phenomenon among
drivers or gas station owners.
“There has been a lot of up and
down,” said Double Quick Gas

Station manager Kiara Roberson.
“Last week (gas) was $4.00, this
week it’s down twenty cents.
Everyone rushed in at one time
to get gas, which was hard to
manage.”
Although the prices are
increasing at the pump, she said
the price from the distributors
has not necessarily changed
proportionately.
Roberson
said that they typically base the
price of their gas on community
competition, not the price per
gallon they pay.
Ray Rupani, owner of the
Chevron station located on the
Square famous for its chicken on a
stick, said that the price increases
have led to significant complaints.
“When people come inside to
pay instead of at the pump, we
have noticed they complain a lot
more than usual about the price
of gas,” Rupani said. “But that is
what we have to price it at that
day, so there is really nothing we
can do.”
Rupani’s Chevron has some of
the highest-priced gas in the area,
going for $4.19 a gallon on March
22. Rupani said they price their

fuel based on the community and
the price that their customers will
spend.
“We like to stay competitive
but also keep it at what our
customers will be willing to pay,”
he said.
Several gas station employees
agreed that customers have
directed more complaints toward
them in recent weeks.
“When people come to me to
complain about the prices, my
response is usually ‘the whole
world is going up (in flames), so
I’m not sure what they want me
to do about it,’” said Anthony
Wheeler, an associate at the “Oats
N Honey” gas station on Anderson
Road. “It has fluctuated some, but
it has been a steady uphill climb.”
Oxford resident John Aaron
Cantrell said that the increase in
prices affects how he drives.
“It costs more to fill up my
truck now than it did two years
ago, and it has limited how often
and when I choose to drive,”
Cantrell said.
Holly Boyed, a local mother of
three, has felt similar effects due
to the financial strain the gas price
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Gas prices at the Chevron gas station on University Avenue in Oxford,
Mississippi on March 23.
increase puts on her family.
“I drive a Suburban, and it’s
now over $100 to fill my vehicle
up,” Boyed said. “I am driving
from Oxford to Holly Springs
several times throughout the
week, and it’s ridiculous how
much I spend on gas per week.”
Boyed now feels like she has
to allocate more money to gas
and transportation costs that she
would normally put towards other
responsibilities, such as family

activities.
“I honestly just never imagined
spending this much money on
gas…I have a lot of other expenses
that are priorities within my
family to take care of, and I never
thought that gas would have
to be an expense that’s almost
equivalent to my child’s travel
baseball fees,” she said.
HG
Biggs
reporting.
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UKRAINE
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the conflict, the panelists
used their expertise to
examine in great detail
several parts of the invasion.
First opened by explaining
that Putin’s love for history
is also what drove him to
pursue a career in public
service in the 1970s.
“Fundamental to Putin’s
vision of history, Russian
history in particular, is a
denial of Ukrainian history.
That is fundamental to a
certain brand of Russian
state history more generally,”
First said.
Ben
Jones,
associate
professor of political science,
zeroed in on the use of
public diplomacy campaigns
during conflicts, specifically
Ukraine’s. Jones explained
that public diplomacy is used
by governments to engage
with foreign publics directly.
“One narrative that stuck
out was a Tweet from the
Ukrainian official account
and it said, we stand for
things like democracy, human
rights, freedom, equality, the
rule of law, on and on listing
these western buzzwords
— tweeting in English, by
the way. This is very clearly
designed to appeal to foreign
audiences to send a message:
We want democracy, we like
human rights,” he said. “And
implicit in those messages is
that Russia doesn’t, though
Russia’s never explicitly
mentioned.”
He further explained that
the Russian narratives being
pushed are cultivated for an
internal, Russian audience.
Meanwhile, Ukraine’s have
been generated to resonate
with the general public in
western countries.
“It creates this image
of Russia as aggressive as
targeting civilians, versus
Ukrainian as peaceful, as
democratic as valuing human
rights. And all of this, it’s
designed to generate public
support abroad, to hopefully
put pressure on foreign
governments to increase in
bolster support for Ukraine,
to make sure that what’s
happening
in
Ukraine
remains a salient political
issue in countries like the

U.S. and Canada and Britain
and elsewhere,” Jones said.
Susan Allen is also an
associate professor in the
department of political
science. Over the past
15 years, her research has
focused mainly on airstrikes,
the UN Security Council and
economic sanctions. All of
which, she says, proved to
be key parts of this conflict
within
its
first
weeks.
Speaking specifically about
the Security Council, Allen
explained that she doesn’t
believe a solution will be
found there.
“We’ve seen relatively
clear evidence that while the
Security Council is going to
continue to be a great place
for international diplomatic
theater…it’s unlikely that
the conflict solutions are
going to be found there,”
she said. “I’m happy to talk
more about that if folks have
questions, but the UN system
isn’t really set up to resolve
conflicts involving great
powers.”
Allen then focused on the
prevalence and efficacy of
economic sanctions in this
conflict.
“Whether or not these
sanctions work continues
to be a topic of debate. And
we won’t know for a while,
but the Western Allies have
banded together to create
a pretty intense sanction
regime,
probably
more
intense than Putin would have
predicted based on previous
events,” she said, referring
to Russia’s annexation of
the Crimean peninsula in
2014. “We’re now at a point
where sanctions seem to
be destabilizing the value
of the ruble. And there’s a
real effort to deny Russians
access to the global economic
system. The big question,
though, is whether or not this
will be sufficient to pressure
Putin to change course, and
whether or not the pressure
will be felt in the right
places.”
After
hearing
the
professors
introductions,
many
students
asked
questions
ranging
from
speculation about Ukraine’s
recovery if they emerge
victorious, the likelihood of
Ukraine emerging victorious
and how the war in Ukraine
is being weaponized in
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About 70 people attended the Croft Institute’s panel concerning Russia’s invasion of Ukraine on the
evening of March 23.
American political spheres.
Samantha
Case,
a
freshman history major,
attended the panel because
of her desire to keep up
with current events as well
as her personal connections
to
someone
who
has
called Ukraine home. She
mentioned the historical
aspect of the evening’s
conversation.
“I took away a lot of the
historical stuff that they
talked about — like why
Putin is even motivated to
invade Ukraine in the first
place and how important it
is to use correct language
when talking about this,” she
said. “Not just calling it a
conflict, but referring to it as
a militaristic invasion.”
The day Russia invaded
Ukraine, Case described
being shocked. She likened
her feelings about the
invasion to what she felt
during the Jan. 6, 2021,
insurrection at the United
States Capitol, in that she
couldn’t believe it was
happening.
“I was very flabbergasted
because we’ve all been living
through historical events
for the past three years,
but I wouldn’t think this is
something that could happen
— It’s very jarring,” she said.

Today, it has been a month
since Russia’s full scale
invasion of Ukraine on Feb.
24 captured the attention
of the world. The conflict
has resulted in 3.5 million
refugees fleeing Ukraine. As
of March 20, it was estimated
that the Ukrainian civilian
death toll had surpassed 900
individuals.
“I wish I thought this was
the last conversation we were
gonna have about this. But
I think there are a lot more
conversations to be had
on this topic. I don’t see a

For more information
on the Russian invasion of
Ukraine, turn to page 4.
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conclusion coming swiftly or
decisively in the near future,”
Allen said.
First’s
parting
words
encouraged attendees to
remain engaged and continue
to support Ukraine.
“I would only say stay
interested. It’s so easy to let
these big events just sort of
fade into the background,” he
said. “But stay involved and
keep supporting Ukraine.”
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UM experts offer insight into
Russian cybersecurity threats

ALYSSA MONCRIEF

thedmnews@gmail.com

Since
Russia
invaded
Ukraine, there have been fears
of large-scale cyber attacks by
Russian operators against the
United States.
On Monday, President Joe
Biden and Anne Neuberger,
the deputy national security
adviser for cyber and emergency
technology, warned businesses
in the United States to shore
up their defenses against
cyberattacks.
Neuberger said there is no
intelligence suggesting any
concrete plans for cyberattacks
against the United States and
described Biden’s request as a
“call to responsibility.”
As the U.S. began placing
sanctions on Russia, reports
began circulating that similar
attacks were likely to hit the
United States. USA Today and
the New York Times recently
published pieces about how
Russian cyberattacks were likely
to affect American businesses.
However, Craig Morris and
Kevin Riehle, professors in the
University of Mississippi Center
for Intelligence and Security
Studies, say Russia is unlikely
to attempt any large-scale
cyberattacks against the United
States at this juncture.

“We didn’t get what we
expected, based on what Russia
has done before,” Morris, a
former intelligence officer for the
U.S. Air Force, said. “And you
can take a look out there, Russia
has a pretty good track record of
using cyber, because cyber is not
as dangerous as using military
power.”
According to Morris, this is
partly because cyber does not
necessarily have the immediate
and deadly effect associated with
armed warfare, and it is also
partly because there is a degree
of plausible deniability in using
cyberattacks.
“Russia could say, ‘Well,
it’s not us,’” Morris said. “The
Russian government could say
it is some sort of hacker group,
and unless you can prove it is the
Russian government, they can
continue to do this.”
However, Riehle believes
that Russia is currently avoiding
venturing into cyber-based
attacks against the United States
and other countries involved in
NATO because they are trying to
avoid pulling more countries into
the conflict.
“There is a word that has been
talked about a lot in the academic
and think tank discussions, and
that word is escalation,” Riehle,
who formerly worked with the
FBI and Defense Intelligence
Agency,
said.
“Russia
is

concerned that if it uses any sort
of attack, whether it be a physical
attack or a virtual attack, against
a NATO country that it could
actually draw NATO into the
conflict. The last thing Russia
wants to do right now is to face
NATO aircraft and tanks.”
Riehle believes the chance
of cyberattacks against America
or American companies, if more
companies continue severing ties
with Russia and if more sanctions
are imposed on Russia by the
United States, will increase.
President Vladimir Putin
equated instituting sanctions
that could cause economic strain
on the Russian economy to
participating in combat.
“McDonald’s
Corporation
just said it was pulling out of
Russia. Starbucks, Coca-Cola,
British Petroleum are all saying
they are divesting themselves
of interest in Russia,” Riehle
said. “If Russia sees that as
part of the war, Russia could
consider something against
those companies. But, then, it
still faces the risk of escalation,
so it has to weigh that war-time
attack against the possibility
of retaliation. If NATO were to
somehow get pulled into this,
then all bets are off.”
The
companies
Riehle
believes to be the most at risk and
the likeliest targets in the event
of a cyberattack are the ones
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Professor Craig Morris gives his perspective on the Russian invasion
of Ukraine during an ISS 352: Advanced Analytics II class on Feb. 2.
that are closest to the conflict in
Ukraine.
“Is a U.S. business under
threat?” Riehle said. “Maybe
some U.S. businesses such as
SpaceX, which is supplying
communication
satellite
capabilities to the Ukrainian
military. That is a direct support
to the Ukrainian military, an
active military country, and
a counter military force to
Russia, so they could be targeted
because at that point, they are a
combatant in the fight.”
Morris also believes that
Russia will likely hold off on
any large-scale attacks until
they feel compelled or forced to
risk escalating the conflict into a
possible world war.
“Likely, they are going to be
doing very small-scale things
that are designed to be irritants,
and probably, what’s even
more likely, is propaganda and
misinformation type things-fake
stories in the news-and things of
that nature,” Morris said.

Riehle agrees that Russia is
unlikely to do anything drastic
involving cyberwarfare with the
United States at this moment,
but he would not say that Russia
is doing nothing.
“Now, do we know Russia’s
not doing anything in the
cyberworld?” Riehle said. “Are
we certain of that? Is there
anything happening that is
just one tool among many in
a military toolbox? Are there
things that they might be doing
right now that are affecting this
military campaign? Maybe,
maybe.”
In 2017, a malware infection,
called
NotPetya,
affected
multiple networks, including a
U.S. pharmaceutical company
called Merck. The malware attack
particularly affected Ukrainian
infrastructure including the
power companies, airports,
public transport systems and
banks. It was later determined
that the malware was a targeted
attack on Ukraine by Russia.

38952
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OXFORD FILM FESTIVAL

KATE KIMBERLIN

OxFilm begins 19th annual festival

thedmfeatures@gmail.com

The 19th annual Oxford Film
Festival began yesterday and
will take over much of the Malco
Theater throughout this weekend.
Founded in 2003 under the Oxford
Arts Council, the four day long film
festival has celebrated triumphs
in independent filmmaking in the
deep South, as well as the world for
nearly 20 years.
Oxford Film Festival will
remain in its hybrid format for the

third year, with the virtual festival
being held from March 27 to April
3 via the platform Enventive. The
physical event, held from March
23 to 27, will include screenings at
the Malco Theater, special events
with actors and production crews
— as well as exclusive parties held
at various locations.
The opening night selection
is “Soul Kids,” a Memphis-based
documentary directed by Hugo
Sobelman. The screening will be at
7 p.m. in the Donna Ruth Roberts
Auditorium at the Malco Theater.

The closing night selection is
Max Walker-Silverman’s “A Love
Song,” which includes the festival’s
Breakthrough Acting Award
honoree Dale Dickey.
A total of 118 films will be
shown throughout both weeks,
with representation from 18
countries. The schedule includes
38 feature films, 67 short films
and 13 music videos. Genres range
from narrative to LGBTQIA, as
well as a sub category exclusively
for university students.
This year’s festival will include

a tribute to the late Bill Luckett, a
Clarksdale native who was known
for his loyalty to the festival and
the film industry as a whole. The
tribute will be on Saturday at 3
p.m. in the Donna Ruth Roberts
Auditorium.
A special event of a “Secret
Screening” of a work-in-progress
film will also be held on Saturday
at 9:30 p.m. in the Donna
Ruth Roberts Auditorium. This
screening will include a no phone
policy.
All ticket and badge holders will

be required to show a completed
vaccination card against COVID-19
for all indoor events hosted by the
film festival. A negative COVID-19
test will not be accepted. Masks
are highly encouraged for all
attendees during indoor events.
For additional information on
health guidelines or the festival,
call 877-560-3456 or email
info@oxfordfilmfest.com.
For
information on tickets, interested
patrons are encouraged to view the
festival’s website.

“Disfluency”: An acclaimed
drama premiering in Oxford

WILL JONES

thedmfeatures@gmail.com

Amidst an exciting 2022
Oxford Film Festival slate, one of
the most notable films included is
“Disfluency,” written and directed
by Anna Baumgarten.
The film follows a young
woman, Jane, returning home to
her family’s lake house after failing
her final college class. During this
turbulent period, she begins to
reconnect with old friends and
truly reconcile with the traumatic
events that derailed her senior
year.
In the same manner Jane,
played by Libe Barer, best known
for her role in the Amazon series
“Sneaky Pete,” is figuratively
reaching into the annals of
memory, Baumgarten is drawing
from personal experiences in

an incredibly candid fashion,
however, the film is not directly
autobiographical. It has been a
long time in the making, with
Baumgarten stating she initially
conceived the idea seven years ago.
Before being produced into a
feature film and garnering great
acclaim, winning the Narrative
Feature Jury Prize at the Austin
Film Festival, “Disfluency” was
initially produced as a short film,
directed by longtime friend/
collaborator of Baumgarten,
Laura Holliday, with Baumgarten
as writer/producer.
The
12-minute
short,
released in 2018, garnered the
attention of many, including
award-winning filmmaker Jim
Cummings, who helped develop
the screenplay into a feature
through his annual “Shorts
to Feature Lab,” a prestigious
program
that
competitively

selects 10 filmmakers per year.
Additionally, the Duplass Brothers
— the perennial directing duo
who helped shape the modern
independent film scene —
further assisted Baumgarten’s
development of the feature by
awarding her their prestigious
“Hometown Heroes” grant.
When it came time to direct
the feature film Holliday was not
available, so Baumgarten decided
to take this personal story into her
own hands, marking her feature
directorial debut.
“The film covers PTSD,
imposter syndrome and all the
emotional highs and lows after
a traumatic incident occurs,”
Baumgarten said in an interview
at the Austin Film Festival.
The title itself refers to speech
disfluencies: filler words we
unconsciously use in everyday
conversation, such as umm…,

PHOTO COURTESY: OXFILM

uh…, sorry…, etc.
These
verbal
hiccups,
directly represented through
Baumgarten’s dialogue, tie into
the film’s theme of the failure to
communicate, especially in the
aftermath of personal tragedy
and all the societal pressure that
ensues. These verbal hiccups are
what Jane unconsciously turns to
when faced with the difficulties of
attempting to vocalize her trauma.
While
attempting
to
tackle difficult subject matter,
Baumgarten offers a glimmer of
hope within the closing lines of the
short film:

“Speech is not perfect because
we are not perfect,” says Jane’s
communication sciences and
disorders teacher in a pivotal final
scene.
Baumgarten seems poised to
screen the 95-minute feature film
in front of an in-person audience,
and filmgoers are equally poised
to see it.
“Disfluency” will be screening
Friday from 2-3:45 p.m. at the
Oxford Commons Cinema in Tito’s
Handmade Vodka Auditorium.
More information can be found on
the Oxford Film Festival website.
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“Rudeneja”: A coming of age story that became a
dream come true

EMMA GREENE

thedmfeatures@gmail.com

Everyone knows the story. Boy
meets girl, they fall in love, and they
all live happily ever after. Retold
over and over again, no matter the
couple’s orientation, time or place,
this is how society says love should
pan out — happily ever after.
Unfortunately, that ever after isn’t
always happy.
Freshman film student and
director Autumn Payne explores
this fallacy among other perils
of young love in her short film
“Rudeneja,” which will be shown
in the “UM Short Blocks” at the
Oxford Film Festival.
“Rudeneja” was one of nine
films chosen by the university. Any
student, faculty member or staff
member was welcome to submit a
film for consideration.
Defined as “the way nature
and the weather begins to feel like
autumn,” “Rudeneja” was inspired
by Payne’s first relationship and
subsequent
heartbreak.
The
concept began as a poem which
Payne wrote at 16.
At 19, Payne expanded the
poem into a short film. The film
served as her final project for Intro
to Theater, Film and Dance at the
university.
“This was my opportunity to
finally use the poem for something
bigger,” Payne said. “Making it
into a film was kind of a weird
experience because this was the
first script I’ve ever written. As
a creative writer, it was strange
trying to fit into that format.”
Payne wore many more hats
than just director and writer, also
serving as cinematographer during
the production process as well as
editing the film and mixing her
own sound.
Described as “a poetic

meditation on first love and
heartbreak” by the Oxford Film
Fest, “Rudeneja” follows Sam and
Clara, two young adults, as they
endure the extreme highs and lows
of young love.
“Their love starts out strong and
it follows the seasons,” Payne said.
“It starts out wonderful, in warm
brightness, the honeymoon phase.
They’re absolutely enthralled
with each other, but as the story
progresses, Sam becomes detached
and callous towards Clara. She
has to decide if she’ll hold on to
this relationship and try to make
it work or let it die… She struggles,
but by the end of the film she’s able
to make a decision.”
Sam and Clara were played
by Payne’s classmates, Paleif
Raspberry and Aaron Barrow.
“Although they are my friends,
I truly believe they did the best job
possible,” Payne said. “They were
amazing.”
After working with Raspberry
and Barrow on the script, Payne
developed the film’s storyboard.
“Developing the storyboard
was strange but also really nice,”
Payne said. “I needed to picture
exactly what shoots I wanted — a
lot of them worked out perfectly
from the crude sketches I made.”
While filming, Payne and her
team experienced many ups and
downs. After many long hours
shooting the daytime scenes in the
film, Payne and her crew began to
reset for night scenes.
“We were about to move to
shoot the night scenes and both of
our camera batteries died,” Payne
said. “I was pacing, totally stressed
out because I knew I didn’t have
another. We had to pack everything
up and schedule another shoot
day.”
Payne said that during
shooting on campus, a Starship
delivery robot ended up making an

appearance during filming.
“One of our crew members tried
to scoot it over and then it totally
freaked out. Stopped,” Payne said.
“We have to just wait for it to just
keep going — I think we waited like
15 minutes.” That day, the cast and
crew worked until midnight to get
the perfect shots. Afterwards, they
celebrated with a team spaghetti
dinner.
“Rudeneja” is Payne’s first film
and certainly not her last. With
new ideas coming to her every day,
Payne is excited for the rest of her
time as a student and for her career,
something she’s looked forward to
for a long time.
“I always loved watching
movies and I’ve always loved art…
writing, singing, photography,
pretty much anything creative,”
Payne said. “Film brings all of those
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outlets together into one collective
masterpiece.”
Payne was inspired to explore
cinematography by watching
“Stranger Things.”
“At the beginning of the show,
there’s a shot where the camera
goes through the letters and into
the scene,” Payne said. “Somehow

when I saw that, I was like ‘This.
This is what I want to do.’”
“Rudeneja’s” debut serves as
a childhood dream come to life
for Payne. The film will be shown
on Friday March 25 at 5:30 at
the Malco Theater in the Oxford
Commons. It is also available on
Payne’s personal YouTube channel.
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Stories of the teen
experience: “I Am Mackenzie”
KHARLEY REDMON

thedmfeatures@gmail.com

In an industry that likes to
sensationalize and dramatize
the lives and experiences of
teens, “I Am Mackenzie” is
refreshingly different.
This short film, which won
the SXSW Grand Jury Award
in 2019, follows Mackenzie,
a young skater grappling
. with ideas of masculinity and
femininity, a crush on their
s skating partner August and
e having sex for the first time.
n
“I Am Mackenzie” stands
t out because it’s realistic, from
d the overall subject matter to
n the minute details.
.
The experience of growing
up as a teen in a rural area
is a subject I don’t often see
featured in film. By setting
this film in rural Texas,
the writers and filmmakers
make “I Am Mackenzie” feel
familiar to those with rural
upbringings. As a woman
who grew up in a rural area,
I felt instantly connected to

Mackenzie when I saw their
house looked similar to mine,
and their dad had an old red
pickup truck.
“I Am Mackenzie’’ also
shows the rural version of
popular teen activities like
skateboarding. Most teens
can’t directly relate to the
content of skateboarding
movies like “Mid90s,” but
they can relate to a rundown,
hometown skatepark.
The
cinematography,
done by the University
of
Mississippi’s
own
Sarah Hennigan, was also
particularly reflective of a rural
setting. “I Am Mackenzie”
did not shy away from using
natural and existing lighting,
which beautifully captured the
environment and worked to
the film’s benefit. There were
many moments throughout
the 20-minute film where
it felt like I was standing
next to Mackenzie instead of
watching from a third-person
point of view.
If you’re a fan of FX’s
“Atlanta,”
certain
scenes

remind me of some of
“Atlanta’s”
first-season
cinematography.
This film not only focuses
on a rural teen, but also one
exploring sexuality and selfexpression, making it even
rarer in the landscape of
modern cinema.
“I
Am
Mackenzie”
surprised me with its portrayal
of teen sexuality. The film
avoided both the downfall
of ignoring teen sexuality
and over-sexualizing teen
characters. This film shows
jealousy, the complexities
of sexuality and experiences
accurate to something a
normal teen would encounter.
While this film makes
gender expression a clear
theme, it takes a second
watch to pick up on all of the
minute details to realize how
complex this portrayal gets.
Everything that Mackenzie
does appears to have a double
meaning that the viewer has
to search for. These dual
meanings help express the
underlying message of just

POSTER COURTESY / OXFILM

how
complicated
gender
expression is.
I
hope
that
other
filmmakers take note of films
like “I Am Mackenzie.” Films

like this are the precursors to
a renaissance of portraying
young people’s real and
complex lives.
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UM film students to screen YAC
documentary at Oxford Film
GRACE TEMPLE

thedmfeatures@gmail.com

This year’s Oxford Film
Festival
will
showcase
several films created by
UM students, including the
six-minute
documentary,
“Oxford: A Place for Art.”
“Oxford: A Place for
Art” is about the nonprofit
Oxford Arts Council and its
impact on small businesses
in Oxford. Directed by
Jackson
Strickland
and
produced
by
Jonathan
“Than” Clayton, two film
production majors at the
university, the documentary
explores the ways in which
the Yoknapatawpha Arts
Council has been facilitating
arts and cultural programs in
Oxford and Lafayette County
for almost 50 years.
The Oxford Film Festival
was founded by YAC in 2003.
Andrews said it was nice to
showcase a documentary
that recognizes the festival’s
roots.
Strickland and Clayton,
both UM seniors, originally
met at Northeast Mississippi
Community College. During
the early months of the
coronavirus
pandemic,
Strickland helped Clayton

prepare for his interview
with the film school at Ole
Miss.
“I got a letter soon after
the interview saying that
I was accepted into the
program,”
Clayton
said.
“We’ve been making films
by each other’s sides ever
since.”
Strickland
said
the
documentary came together
in a film class that discussed
the YAC.
“(Clayton) already knew
that kind of impact (YAC) was
having,” said Strickland. “He
became the producer and he
picked me to be the director
because we had already
shown that we worked well
together.”
Clayton and Strickland
said
they
interviewed
Andrews as well as several
artists and creatives in the
Oxford community. Andrews
functioned as a consultant
on the film, offering creative
suggestions about how best
to represent the local arts
community.
The documentary includes
interviews
from
Halima
Salazar and Dria Price who
created the small business
Justevia Teas, where they
produce their own teas and

sell herbs to the community.
According to Clayton, a
workshop hosted by the Arts
Council connected them with
other businesses to expand
their reach.
Others interviewed in
the documentary include
Andi Bedsworth, an artist
and art teacher who was
given a space by the Arts
Council to hold classes, and
Antonio Tarrell, a filmmaker
and hairstylist who recently
received a grant to create a
feature film.
“Everyone at the Arts
Council (wants) people to use
the spaces,” Strickland said.
“Wayne told me a few weeks
ago, whenever someone came
up to him… he was like ‘The
answer is always yes, unless
it’s already booked.’”
The YAC manages the
Powerhouse, the Old Armory
Pavilion and the Lafayette
County Arena as spaces for
events, classes and other
programs.
“I think they did a good
job of expressing to people
that we are very driven
by retaining a creative
community and providing
opportunities for creatives,
whatever shape that may be,”
Andrews said.

POSTER COURTESY / OXFILM
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ELKO

continued from page 1
Elko said. “Immediately when I
knew that it could be an option,
I didn’t look back. I knew that I
wanted to do anything I could
to get back onto the field.”
Many, including myself,
thought something like this
was reckless and wouldn’t
actually work. Against all odds,
he proved us wrong. In only
six weeks, Elko was hitting
in legendary fashion. He was
hitting .296 with a .433 onbase percentage, including nine
home runs for the Rebels. Elko
also drove in 19 RBI’s in 21
games, but his most impressive
moments came in the Oxford
Regional.
While
playing
through his injury for six weeks,
he left people speechless across
the country. What he was doing
was unimaginable and unheard
of. Elko still wanted to show off
a little bit more.
He
won
the
Oxford
Regionals MVP for driving in
10 runs with three home runs

throughout the tournament.
Each time he got up to bat, the
crowd waited with anticipation
and doubt that he could
actually do the impossible,
again. Elko did it and then
some to send the Rebels to the
Super Regionals.
“I was just glad to be able to
do this for my team. All those
guys that helped me get back,
it just felt good to give back to
them,” Elko said.
Now with the 2022 season
in full swing, the legendary
first baseman has put the knee
injury behind him. He is back
starting in the infield, batting a
.286 with 63 plate appearances,
30 RBI’s and eight home runs
through 19 games. If you
thought he was good with one
knee, you should see him with
two.
“It’s been a long road,” Elko
said. “I was fortunate enough
to play, and then I got surgery
and recovered even more. Just
super excited to get back out
there with the guys. It’s great to
be back and be able to bounce
around and be myself again.”
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The Ole Miss baseball team prepares to take the ﬁeld prior to a game against Oral Roberts on March 11.
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Oxford: A happy place to land
BRITTANY KOHNE

thedmfeatures@gmail.com

Happy Landing, a folk pop
band, started their roots in
Oxford and will take the stage
at Proud Larry’s March 25 at
8 p.m.
Matty
Hendley,
the
lead singer and creator of
the band, said that Happy
Landing encapsulates youth
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Mississippian Classiﬁeds section,
visit: http://www.thedmonline.com

and the feeling of joy.
“All
the
songs
give
a youthful energy that
encapsulates the feeling of
driving down the road with
windows down with music
playing,” Hendley said. “It’s
letting go of the past and
staying young.”
The name Happy Landing
originated from Hendley’s
grandfather’s
land
just
outside of St. Louis, where
Hendley first played music
in front of people and loved
the art of performance. His
grandfather, who was in the
military, told Hendley that
anytime someone jumped
out of a plane everyone yelled
“hope you have a happy
landing.”
His
grandfather
later
named the land “Happy
Landing” to ensure that his
family would always have
a happy landing when they
came.
Hendley emphasized the
importance of the nostalgic
American feeling of childhood
that he tried to mimic in the
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something ___;
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35- London gallery;
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and Cheer;
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38- Oysters ___ season;
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falsehoods;
41- Small batteries;
42- Portents;
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band.
Meagan
Harkins,
the
merchandise manager for
the band, knew Hendley
throughout their time at the
University of Mississippi.
“Becoming involved with
Happy Landing was a very
natural step with being
friends with Matty because
the band is such a large part of
his life,” Harkins said. “It was
PHOTO COURTESY: DYLAN BASDEN AND DAN LYLE
really beautiful to watch it
grow through friendship with The members of Happy Landing: (Left to right) Matty Hendley, Jacob
him, and then also getting Christensen, Keegan Lyle, Wilson Moyer and Andrew Gardner.
involved and being able to
help in any way I could.”
Harkins said that Happy
during the concert and not be
Landing came to her in a time were united.
The
new
EP
was
released
afraid to act like kids again.
where she and a lot of her
“We hope that people
friends needed the joyfulness March 18 and showcased all
the talents that the current in the audience go home
of the songs.
“Happy Landing to me band members bring to having encountered a piece
of themselves, their concerns,
is honestly a piece of home Happy Landing.
Keegan Lyle, one of the their passions, in our music
and a piece of college and a
piece of Oxford. And it came singers and piano player for and that it gives them a little
about in such an awkward Happy Landing, said that the bit of life to keep on moving
time in our lives where we’re relationship within the band forward,” Hendley said.
Proud Larry’s gave Happy
in college and we felt like we makes Happy Landing have
Landing their first show April
were growing up and making its unique sound.
“In every practice we’ll 9, 2021. With every show after
career decisions,” Harkins
end
up playing around with a that is performed, Happy
said. “At the same time it was
song
and creating something Landing always finds their
creating this music and we’re
singing and dancing to it, let fun and new. This EP is a way back home to Oxford.
“Oxford is home because
us all be like your kids again.” pretty good representation of
it’s
a place of love and it’s a
that,
if
not
a
direct
result
of
The process of creating
place
where when we go back
that,”
Lyle
said.
“Individually,
Happy
Landing
showed
to
it’s
a place where people
we
each
have
completely
Harkins that hard work must
be put forth to truly follow different personalities that will support us,” Hendley
somehow
mesh
together said.
one’s dreams.
Happy Landing will also
really
well.
I
think
that
plays
Happy Landing started in
perform
during the Double
out
in
the
EP
as
well.”
August 2020 with Hendley,
On Friday, doors will open Decker festival in April. They
his brother and sister-in-law.
By September 2020 all the at 8 p.m. and the show starts will take the stage on April 23
current members in the band at 9 p.m. Hendley said that at 11 a.m.
fans are allowed to let loose
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OPINION
Mississippi schools teach straight supremacy
LONDYN LORENZ

thedmopinion@gmail.com

As many Mississippians
and Americans know, Gov.
Tate Reeves signed “Critical
Race Theory; prohibit” into law
on March 14. While there are
countless opinions to be had on
this piece of legislation and its
contents, some of which writers
for this publication have already
expressed. I however, want to
highlight something the bill
intentionally does not touch on.
The law threatens to withhold
funds for public institutions if
“any sex, race, ethnicity, religion
or national origin” is taught to
be “inherently superior” or that
“individuals should be adversely
treated on the basis of their
sex, race, ethnicity, religion or
national origin.” It does not,
however, mention sexuality.
This is specifically because
homosexuality is still illegal in
the state of Mississippi, and is

strictly forbidden to be positively
acknowledged in public school
instruction.
The Mississippi Code of
1972 holds an unending list of
Mississippi statutes regarding
topics from “War Veterans” to
“Domestic Relations.” The law
Reeves enacted on March 14 even
mentions the Mississippi Code of
1972 in its first sentence, showing
just how important this legislation
is to everyday life in this state.
Under Title 97, focusing on crime,
there are sections on “Gambling
and Lotteries” and “Dueling” to
“Offenses Affecting Highways,
Ferries and Waterways.” Right in
the middle of this list, however,
sits “Crimes Against Public
Morals and Decency,” and within
it, Section. 97-29-59: “Unnatural
intercourse.”
The law states that anyone
convicted of “the detestable
and abominable crime against
nature committed with mankind
or a beast,” AKA sodomy and
bestiality, is “punishable by

imprisonment in the penitentiary
for a term of not more than ten
years.” While this law shouldn’t
exist for many reasons, not
just because of its disgusting
comparison of gay sex to
bestiality, Lawrence v. Texas
made it unconstitutional after
the Supreme Court ruled that
any law criminalizing consensual
homosexual
intercourse
violates the 14th Amendment
in 2003 — which, as a side note,
makes me wonder if this law’s
unconstitutionality
thereby
makes bestiality legal in the state
of Mississippi?
While this law cannot be
enforced, it still has a place in
our schools. Mississippi public
schools’
sexual
education,
which I wrote an entire separate
piece about, is required to
teach abstinence-only (or the
“groundshatteringly progressive,
God-offending”
instruction
that is abstinence-plus) and a
litany of other things, including
“the current state law related to

sexual conduct, including forcible
rape, statutory rape, paternity
establishment, child support
and homosexual activity,” which
we now know from the last
paragraph. While some aspects
of this state curriculum may be
excluded, they absolutely cannot
be contradicted, meaning a
teacher in a classroom, if asked
about homosexuality, must
either say it is illegal or ignore the
question.
If conservatives are so
obviously afraid of gayness taking
over schools, as shown through
Florida’s “Don’t Say Gay” bill, why
wouldn’t Mississippi lawmakers
add “sexuality” to the new CRT
bill’s “cannot-be-superior” list?
The answer is simple: the state
requires teachers to advocate for
straight superiority and proclaim
that heterosexuality is the only
legal form of sexual expression.
Mississippi’s laws governing
sexual education are detestable
and should be an embarrassment
for each and every Mississippian,

however, I certainly know it
is not. Some of you may be
wondering what can be done
about this, and my honest answer
is not much without a united
wave of opposition. What can we
do? We can call, email and annoy
Mississippi state congresspeople
into action. We can organize
protests, found organizations and
elect new representatives and
senators that will advocate for an
end to this undue discrimination.
For those of you who don’t
care, please remember this: The
brightest minds in this state know
how prejudiced Mississippi’s very
laws are against homosexuality,
race and so many other things,
and they will continue to leave
in droves until something
monumental changes.
Londyn Lorenz is the opinion
editor majoring in Arabic and
international
studies
from
Perryville, Missouri.

COVID-19’s risk is still looming
WILLOW CROSBY

thedmopinion@gmail.com

The pandemic that hit us
two years ago feels like an eon in
the past. Humans are naturally
adaptive creatures, and we have
proved this by semi-enduring the
pandemic thus far.
People have found ways to
prevent the spread of the disease,
such as wearing a mask or social
distancing, but some have decided
that enough is enough and want to
go back to our old ways of living.
Some administrators at the
University of Mississippi have
decided that wishing away this
pandemic is much easier than
fighting it while it still rages
on. Recently, the university
announced that it no longer
requires masks within classrooms,
preferring to let students be

exposed to a rapidly mutating
virus rather than letting students
be uncomfortable for a few hours.
Just last semester, I found
myself writing a similar story,
stating that the university should
require students to wear masks in
class as well as at football games.
I never thought, however, that
the university would entirely
take away the mask mandate this
school year.
The removal of this safety
measure
is
irresponsible
beyond measure. Thanks to
the continuously forming and
mutating variants, COVID-19
numbers are still a cause for
concern, yet some people at the
university wish to ignore the
pandemic until it goes away.
Although most healthy students
seemingly have little to worry
about, many professors do. It is
no secret that COVID-19 has a

more fatal impact on the elderly,
and many professors and staff
members on campus fall under
this category.
Just recently, I have had
professors forced to cancel class
or hold class online because they
contracted COVID-19. Thankfully,
none have had life-altering effects
thus far, but who can guarantee
that a different professor will have
the same fate?
Additionally, not requiring
masks shows just how little
the university acknowledges
its immunocompromised and
disabled students. Throughout the
pandemic, immunocompromised
people
have
been
disproportionately impacted and
may have a higher risk of catching
the virus. These students must
now face the risk of catching a
potentially life-threatening virus
or must give up their education to

protect their life.
The fact that the University
of Mississippi has stopped
requiring masks is irresponsible
at best and downright dangerous
at worst. There is no harm in
requiring masks until the end
of the semester, but those in the
Lyceum could not wait that long.
Now, students will be able to
spread COVID-19 after returning
from their spring break travels

with not even a shred of fabric
for protection. If the university
truly cared about students, they
would care enough to still require
students to wear masks and keep
the student body healthy and safe.
Willow Crosby is a sophomore
majoring in accounting from
Tupelo.
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